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"Tis the season for giving.
See how |,
students |
are
donating #
tothe }
commu-
nity on

page 4.

Perspectives

Find out what we think
about having to say “Happy
holidays” instead of “Merry
Christmas” _on page 6.

Center Spread

The season is not all cheer
and joy. Read 1
about the dark

n.a....d

Features

See the top gifts on
everyone’s list this season
on page 11.

Entertainment

Find out the
best and the
worst of 2007
on pages 12-
13

. Sports

Hockey team dominated
against Elgin-Larkin-Stream-
wood. Read about the team’s
success on page 15.

By Greg Vodicka

From soda to juice, junk
food to healthy snacks, the
vending machines will be
changing within the year.

The American Beverage As-
sociation (ABA) has a goal to
replace school soda machines
with an alternative, healthier
substitute. They also want
food vending machines to
stock healthier snacks.

With childhood obesity be-
ing a main concern, all schools
are making these changes and
moving in a healthy direction,
according to director of busi-
ness services Daniel McCar-
thy.

“Other schools have com-
pletely eliminated pop and
junk food,” said nurse and
Wellness Committee chair
Beth Jones. “Some schools
are ahead of us, but some
are behind. We are in a good
place.”

Because of the school’s con-
tract with Coke, the adminis-
tration is looking for substitute
products Coke offers that still
meet ABA requirements.

“We have the duty to make
healthy products available,”
said McCarthy. &k

He said that Coke offers
18 different kinds of juices

| including certain V8 drinks

along with Powerade Option
and bottled water. He also
said that the school is looking

Health Alert:

School pushes students
towards healthier snacking

into different foods to stock

next year.

“All T know is that I am go-
ing to miss the TGI Friday’s
cheddar bacon chips,” said ju-
nior Patrick Stremel.

Jones hopes to ease students

into it this year before mak--

ing all of the changes over the
summer.

“These four years of stu-
dents are going to have the
hardest time adjust-
ing, but students are [
much more aware
of their health now
than they were two |

generations  ago,”
said Jones.
The elementary

and middle schools
have already been
pushing  healthier [
alternatives for their jews
students  according
to Jones. 5
. Freshman Robby
Windisch, a Benja-
min Middle School
graduate, enjoys the
different foods the E
high schoel offers }
this year rather than
the foods offered at
Benjamin. e
“It’s kind of nice
to have better food §
this year,” said Win-
disch. “It would be
tough to go back to

middle school.”

McCarthy said the new
drink machines are expected
in February, while the rest are
coming Over summer.

“With all of the changes
this year we decided to delay
this one until the summer,”
said McCarthy. “The timing
just wasn’t right.”

Profits are a concern to the

director Kim Wallner said the
school is trying to follow ABA
guidelines.

“We’re going to keep offer- -
ing alternative choices and
continue to educate students
on what is healthy,” said Wall-
ner. “But we will be carefully
evaluating the changes over
the next two yeats.”

Junior AJ Romanelli, a reg-
ular consumer of Gardettos,

school. However, activities

Photo by Jessica Bergmann

Hired employees could be stocking granola bars

the way it was in instead of candy bars next year.

7] said that he is aware of
the fat content in his
snacks and sometimes
wishes there was some-
thing healthier that tast-
ed just as good. °

“Students buy the
junk food because it
tastes good. I don't
think they will buy the
healthy stuff,” said Ro-
manelli.

Senior Kamrey
Rohrdanz feels that the
healthy drinks will sell
just as well as the pop
did. < -
“If students have the
choice of pop or wa-
1 ter, most would choose
pop. If pop wasn’t an
option, they would still
purchase the water,”
4 said Rohrdanz.
2| Jones agrees. “If

1 you are going to spend
a buck, you might as
well spend it on some-
-thing healthy.”
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The choir entertains at the Madrigal dinner. Participating
from left are senior Rachel Jefferson, junior Jimmy Laiter,
sophomore Rebekah Babis, junior Jimmy Aramburu, senior
Kristen Frank, junior Lucas Valdez, and senior Natalie Ckuj.

Party like it 1s 1007

By Jacob Wucka

Commons was transformed
into a medieval castle for the
annual Madrigal dinner and
tea hosted by the music de-
partment and music Booster
Club recently.

“The Madrigal is put on by
the A Capella Chamber Choir
which is an auditioned choir.

~We also had three other ‘cast’ -
*members, and then the ladies

of the other choirs were the
servers,” said senior Kristen
Frank.

The dinner was on Dec. 8,
and the tea was on Dec. 9.
Students and parents watched

as the choir performed a me-
dieval act, sang, and played
instruments. '
“There was a great turn
out. It was smaller then last
year but it seemed to be quite
a success. There were about
80 people at the dinner and
65 at the tea,” said Frank.
From the food to the songs,

everyorie enjoyed the show.

““The best part was no
doubt dressing up. It was so
fun. This was my third year
and I lived it up,” said Frank.
“It was such an honor to lead
the choir for this awesome
tradition.”

Operation Snowball rolling in

50 participants expected to sign up for awareness retreat

By Kym McDaniel

Teachers and students are
getting the ball rolling for Op-
eration Snowball.

The annual retreat is Jan.
18-20, when participants
travel to Camp Lorado Taft
in Oregon, IlL. to play games,
activities, and encourage peer
mediation while getting to
know others.

Senior Natalie Ckuj partic-
ipated in Operation Snowball
for two years and is a teen
leader.

“Operation Snowball is a
retreat at Camp Lorado Taft
to participate in activities to
think about choices,” said
Ckuj.

Ckuj said hopefully 50 par-
ticipants will attend this year
with seven team leaders and
four directors. Directors are

more involved while leaders
follow rules and lead discus-
sions.

Operation Snowball has
been at the school for seven
years. :

“The idea is that if strong
leaders help others to make
good decisions then that ef-
fect will snowball to other ar-
eas of the community,” said
Ckuj.

Ckuj said she looks for-
ward to seeing the attendance
number rise. Ckuj believes
that the people who go will
have fun if they have the right
attitude.

“We have some awesome
activities, crazy games and
even some outdoor fun,” said
science teacher Jared Win-
quist who has been a Snow-
ball adviser for two years.

“It gives all of us a chance
as adults to interact with stu-
dents in a different capacity.”
~ Wingquist also said it was a

* great opportunity for students

to meet with other students
outside of class.

““Operation Snowball is a
youth and adult cooperative
program focusing on preven-
tion,” said Winquist. “We
believe that if youth are given
accurate information, sound
decision making skills and
support, then students will
make good decisions and will
influence their friends and
the effect with snowball from
there.”

To sign up, students can
contact special education
teacher Catharine Thielberg,
math teacher Joy Tanimura
or Winquist by Friday.

Parents prepare for college

By Jake Bradley

Parents worrying about
paying for college tuition can
get help at the “Don’t Pay the
College Ticket Price” pro-

‘gram being held at the Carol
- Stream Public Library Jan.

17.

The program will start at
7 pm. in_the community
room.

Experienced financial plan-
ners will help parents facing

college tuition payments.

Parents will learn about the
college financial aid system,
which includes scholarships,
grants, student loans and tax
saving opportunities, which
were designed to help relieve
the expensive burden.

“This  beneficial system
provides relief for all parents,
not just low or moderate in-
come families,” said Julie
Blackwell, assistant library

director of Carol Stream
Public Library.

Joseph Orsolini, an expe-
rienced Certified Financial
Planner from College Aid
Planners in Glen Ellyn, will
teach the program.

The program is free and
parents can pre-register on-
line at www.cslibrary.org or
call the Adult Services Desk
at 630-344-6123. Pre-registra-
tion is not necessary.

Skills USA hopes competition among advisory
classes influences more students to donate food

By Joann Kaczmarczyk

Students wishing to make

up a PE class or detention
just missed their last chance
to bribe teachers with food.
The annual Skills USA food
drive ended Thursday.

This year, Skills USA

* made the event a competi-
tion among advisories. Each
advisory was encouraged’ to
participate by donating food
products, like canned soup
and peanut butter.

“Prizes will be awarded to
the top advisory of each pe-
riod, so six advisories in all.
The top advisory of those six
will receive a pizza party,”
said Patti Kozlowski, club
adviser.

The top advisories will be
determined by a student to
food item ratio. The num-
ber of items brought in will
be divided by the number of
students in the class, and the
classes with the highest quo-
tient are the winners.

Unlike the title suggests, the’

food drive is not only limited

to food. Paper products, per-
sonal items and money dona-
tions were also accepted.
“They can take the money
to buy fresh produce that
will last long. I've also seen

people donate items such as -

soap, deodorant, personal
items,” said Kozlowski.
All donated items go to St.

Mary’s Food Pantry, located

at 163 Garden Street in West
Chicago.

“The items we give them
at the end of December last
through the tough rhonths,
January and  February,
when people don’t donate as
much...I'd like to get around
6,000 items,” said Kozlows-
- Skills USA has been spon-
soring this food drive for as
long as Kozlowski can re-
member. :

“We've been doing this for

a long time...about 35 years,

I think,” said Kozlowski.
For those who still wish to
help out, St. Mary’s accepts

" donations all year long.

! Photo by Jacob Wucka
Students could have brought in three non perishable food items resulting in a maximum

of two PE or three detention make ups. Hoping to eliminate detentions, sophomore James
Washington brings over 30 cans to English teacher Brad Larson’s advisory.
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Students had three hours to build rocket cars in the world studies class. Sophomore Alex
Walz won the competition by launching his rocket car 103 feet down the hallway.

Bringing laughs

home on DVD

By Jessica Bergmann

WeGo Thru the Tube may
be available to watch on TVs
everywhere.

According to adviser Dave
Jennings, broadcast commu-
nication students are waiting
for first semester to end in
order to put their plan in ac-
tion.

“The idea that we've had
is to do a DVD of the WeGo
Thru the Tube episodes, treat-
ing each semester as if it were
a season,” said Jennings.

These DVDs will be avail-
able in two formats: a CD-R
with QuickTime files on it in
order for students to upload it
to their computer and iTunes
library, or an actual DVD

Challenge

By Kati Siembieda

After years of black and
white pages, the 2007-08
yearbooks will be completely
in color.
~ “We don't live in a black
and white world anymore,”
said English teacher and

Yearbook adviser Patricia-

Santella.

Santella also stated that the
cost of color ink has come
down drastically.

Santella has been lobby-
ing the idea for years because

that students would be_able

to watch on their TV.

CD-Rs are expected to
be priced at around $1 and
DVD:s around $4.

“We're waiting for first se-
mester to be finished so we
know how feasible this actu-
ally is. Nothing is set in stone
yet,” Jennings said.

Each format will include all
episodes aired at school this
year, as well as outtakes and
possible director commentar-
ies depending on deadline
time. '

~ “It puts a lot of pressure on

us, but we’re hoping to raise
enough money to help buy
some new equipment for the
class,” said Jennings.

gets colot

many area schools have an all
color yearbook.

“I'm personally very excit-
ed,” said senior Kara Wolfe.
“It's something that we’ve
wanted for years, and the
editors gave a presentation to
Covino and McCarthy and
they okayed it.”

For the yearbooks to be or-
dered the staff needs to sell
1500 copies. A $5 price raise
will be needed also in order

" to pay for these books leaving

the total at $40.

power their cars.

Rocketing away

- By Jacob Wucka

Students in the world stud-
ies class launched rocket cars
throughout the hallways. to
symbolize individuality.

“I thought it was cool that
we got to do a hands-on ex-
periment that involved the
whole class,” said sophomore
Rae Struckmeyer.

The class began building
the rockets after reading the
book “October Sky,” learn-
ing about the Renaissance,
and the scientific method.
Each lesson taught the stu-
dents about how one person
can make a difference in the
world.

“The students all had the
same materials to build with.
From those materials, they
came up with the design for
their rocket car. You have to
use your ingenuity, be cre-
ative, and think outside the
box,” said English teacher
Tim Courtney.

Students had a variety of
materials to use to build their
cars, and they had to use bal-
loon, rubber band, or a com-
bination of the two objects to

“They worked on it for one
hour on Wednesday, when we
gave them the ‘junk.’ Then
they had two hours to build,
test, revise, and get ready for
the competition on Friday,”
said Courtney.

With limited time and re-
search, the teams had to make
sure that their car worked at
the trial run.

“After testing out our car
and seeing that it didn’t run
well, my partner and T real-
ized that there were more op-
tions to use in order to build a
better car,” said Struckmeyer.

Even though Struckmeyer’s
car didn’'t work, there were
many cars at the competition
that dominated. Sophomore
Alex Walz’s car flew 103 feet
down the hallway, g

When the project was fin-
ished, the class realized how
individuality was a factor in
how far each car went.

“This project was unique
‘because we had limited sup-
plies to work with and ev-
eryone came up with their

Own creative views on how
‘to build a rocket car,” said

Struckmeyer.

Photo courtesy of Gail Eckl Daniels

“Swim 4 Sakutopi” lets students swim while raising money for WeGo 2 Africa. From left
sophomore Kelly Loftus, junior Mikki Winn, Geneva Community High School senior Kevin
Plagge, freshmen Kelly Dunn and Shawn Staiton, and junior Lizzy Gola swim in the event.

Swimming for WeGo 2 Africa

By Jessica Bergmann
Students and swimmers
dove into “Swim 4 Sakutopi”

to raise money for a shipping

container that will be sent to
Angola.

Participants had to swim
for three hours during the
event on Dec. 2. Together,
they solicited over $500 from
community members.

Participants were spon-
sored for every five minutes
they swam without touching
the bottom of the pool. Nine
out of the 11 swimmers were
able to swim all three hours.

Sophomore Kelly Loftus,
organizer of the event, en-

joyed bringing the commu-
nity leadership class and her
favorite activity together to
make the fundraiser.

“I wanted to combine two
of my biggest passions; swim-
ming and helping Africa. By
doing this, I was able to get
others in the school involved
in the WeGo 2 Africa proj-
ect,” said Loftus.

Community  leadership
teacher Mary Ellen Daneels
was pleased with the fund-
raiser. ‘

“‘The Swim 4 Sakutopi’”
event is just one example of
how the WeGo 2 Africa proj-
ect has empowered students

at the high school to use their
gifts and talents to better their
world,” said Daneels. ;

Swim team member Cait-
lyn Madsen enjoyed being
able to swim for three hours
in order to help a cause.

“I knew it would be chal-
lenging and I knew it would
help significantly with the
amount of time everyone
swam,” said Madsen.

However, Madsen was hop-
ing for a better turnout and
encourages more students to
get involved infuture events.

“It would have been nice if |
more high school swimmers
had come,” said Madsen.
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In the spirit of giving...

Donations to the mwimmzy were made around the school
FBLA

Wildcat Chronicle

Welcome Center

FBLA has teamed up
with Winfield Township to
help brighten the holiday for
selected children.

Children from underprivi-
leged families send a wish

. list of toys or clothing to

Winfield Township.
Depending on the chil-
dren’s situations, FBLA

members purchase recom-
mended items, and then
the group wraps the gifts
together.

Members deliver the gifts
to their assigned family be-
fore Christmas.

“It’s a really good feeling
to make someone’s holiday
special,” said organization
president and junior Han—
nah Colliander.

Key Club

Key Club is collecting
money to buy toys and do-
nate them to the Humani-
tarian Service Project.

Along with profits re-
ceived, Key Club will
combine money from their
group account to help buy
the toys.

‘The Humanitarian Ser-

S

#

¥ o
Photo by Jacob Wucka

Around the school, clubs made many contributions to the community. FBLA members and
juniors Kristen Kotche and Rebecca Cisowski help wrap gifts for underprivileged children.

Teen Associates Board

Toys for Tots

The US. Marine Corps
Reserve haveset up a box
for students and faculty to
donate new, unwrapped
toys.

The toys will be screened
due to safety concerns.

vice Project will drop off
the presents to children
across DuPage County
on Christmas day.
“These are kids who
probably would’ve never
had Christmas presents

without this donation,” Students can drop off toys
said counselor and Key for the drive in the counsel-
Club adviser Ward Rau. ling office until Thursday.

C z The Cooking and Hospltahty

Institute of Chicago

Le Cordon Bleu Program

The Teen Associates
Board was selling candy
canes in hopes to raise
money to host a party for
patients at Children’s Me-
morial Hospital.

The sale lasted
Wednesday.

Money raised will fund
a party around Valentine’s

until

- Offering LeCordon Bleu programs in
Culinary Arts and Patisserie & Baking

* Scholarship opportunities

« Career placement assistance
and internships

The Welcome Center
sold tamales to the staff in a
fundraiser to provide for lo-
cal families in need.

The money will be used to
pay for buses for field trips,
admission to field trips, and
other needs for students and
their families such as cloth-
ing and food. Last year,
some proceeds were used
to provide shirts, ties, and
dresses for students gradu-
ating from West Chicago
Middle School.

“Some families arrive
here with nothing on their
backs so we try to help them
as much as we can,” said
Welcome Center director
Miguel Arroyo. A

The sale raised $322.

day, along with donating
DVDs and toys for chil-
dren to use between treat-
ments.

“We see our role as pro-
viding them with a friendly
face,” said science teacher
Hank Murphy.

The group hopes to raise
$250.

» Financial aid available for those who qualify

Call now for a brochure!

rree | .888.335.9222
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Being a tester for the t_experiment allows freshman Nik Kmiecik to experience the minor
shock of 20,000 electric volts, which lifts his hair and makes him a conductor of electricity.

Hair-raising experiment
Students experience flow of electricity in class

By Jacob Wucka

Students in science teacher
Daniel Dock’s physical sci-
ence classes were shocked by
an experiment that allowed
students to experience a bad
hair day. e

Dock showed the students
a Van Degraff generator,
which allows students to see
how electrical charges are
made.

As Dock demonstrated, a
spark containing 20,000 volts
of energy per second formed
between his fingertips to the

machine when he placed his
hand close to the machine.
After he let students touch
the machine, Dock explained
how the process worked.
“What you just experi-

enced” started Dock before
freshman Monica Terrazas

jokingly asked “Pain?”

Dock laughed and then ex-
plained that the flow of elec-
trons from his finger to the
Van Degraff generator cre-
ated the sparks. :

Freshman Nik Kmiesik also
got to experience the flow of

electrons from the machine.
He placed his hand on the top
of the machine and the elec-
trons lifted his hair, stirring
laughs among the students.
“It was like getting hit by
rubber bands but it didn’t hurt
that much,” said Kmiesik.
After the demonstration,
Dock explained that the
20,000 volts the students ex-
perienced was a safe amount
of voltage. He warned the
students not to put objects
in electrical outlets because
those charges could be fatal.

Small play plans to
garner big audience

By Amanda Rathe
With four speaking roles,
the winter play is small but
hopes to get big publicity.
Lead roles went to fresh-
man Jay Perez as Tom, senior
Natalie Ckuj as Amanda, se-

nior Liz Showalter as Laura,

and sophomore Tom Harms
as Jim.

Director Charles Berglund
is responsible for making the
show a success.

The Wingfield family con-
sists of mother Amanda, and
her two children Laura and
Tom. Amanda wishes great

achievements for her daugh-
ter, but Laura’s shyness hin-
ders her life.

Laura’s last chance for suc-
cess is getting married, which
prompts brother Tom to bring
in a friend of his to meet her.

“I've always played loud,
confident women before and
Laura is terribly shy. It's defi-
nitely a gear shift for me,”
said Showalter.

Performances will be on
Feb. 7, 8, and 9.

Tickets can be purchased in
commons during the week of
performances.

Chili fest underway

By Oscar Grajeda

After a successful cook-off
last year, the second annual
“Some Like It Hot” Chili Fest
is preparing to bring back the
heat with another round.

With 13 teams competing
last year, the turnout for the
event is expected to be big-
ger. - :
“Like last year’s Chili Fest,
there will be music and a ka-
raoke contest as well as bean
bag toss. games,” said Tony

Brinkman, coordinator of the
-.event. =

Senior and football player
Anthony Fontana believes
that the team is strong enough
to win again. ;

“We know that the chances
of us winning are very high,
so we're going to win again,
no doubt in my mind,” said
Fontana.

The foods II class, which
got third place last year, plans
to join again. ]

“We try tocoincide our chili
competition with the school
and I hope that plenty of our
kitchens join in,” said foods
II teacher Cara Blevins.

Proceeds from the compe-
tition will go to the Booster
Club to help support activi-
ties throughout the school.

“The CHS clubs, sports
teams, and the school can

come to the Boos

) B00S ub
' and request funds w‘%‘a‘ﬁ%ﬁfs

chase uniforms, sports equip-
ment, scoreboards, and new
speakers for the auditorium
and other items,” said Brink-
man. »

Students who are interested
in participating should con-
tact Brinkman at brink83@
comcast.net.

November Student of the Month
awarded for humanitarian work

Student of the Month is based
on a solid academic history,
commitment in extra-curricu-
lar activities, and community
involvement. Students must be
nominated by at least one staff
member, and the final selection is
made by the student activities di-
rector and a committee made up
of additional staff members.

By Jessica Bergmann

From supporting WeGo 2
Africa to getting involved in
Habitat for Humanity, Chel-
sea Steck hopes to make a dif-
ference in the world, which
was why she was chosen as
November’s Student of the
Month.

‘What are your high school
accomplishments?

I was accepted into NHS,
ranked in the top 10- per-
cent of the senior class, and
I helped to raise the $10,000
to build our WeGo 2 Africa
school. ,

Who is your favorite
teacher and why?

Ms. Daneels and Mr. Turn-
baugh because they always
had something interesting
to say and really encouraged
students to build strong char-
s _ :

Photo by Jessica Bergmann

What clubs are you in-
volved in?

I'm involved in dance pro-
duction, NHS, the communi-
ty leadership class, and Bible
study. I'm also in a dance
company.

What do you plan on ma-
joring in?
- International Service or In-
ternational Relations depend-
ing on which school I go to,
and I'll probably work with a
Peace Corps prep program.

What is your favorite
memory from high school?

It would be when my
friends and [ went sledding in
a rowboat, fell off a cliff, and
landed in a pond.

it

Do you plan to do any ex-

tra curricular activities in
college? :

I plan on continuing danc-
ing, playing guitar and vol-
unteering for Habitat for Hu-
manity.

Why do you think you
were chosen as Student of
the Month?

-1 think I was chosen for Stu-
dent of the Month because I

work really hard, am positive,

and care about world issues
and hope to make a differ-

. ence in the world.

ey
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wishing someone a “Merry trying to convert or push
Christmas” would not be tak- anyone to agree with Chris-

We wish you a very
Merry Fill tn the blank)

Merry Christmas! Or should
we say, happy holidays?

In a world where political
correctness looms over tradi-
tion, we are questioning our
own holiday customs.

Five years ago no one
questioned if saying “Merry
Christmas” to a stranger was
politically correct.

Now, the fear of offend-
ing someone of a different

Changing scenery for

Like an abandoned house
left to collapse on its own,
Afghanistan has become a di-
lapidated country with a plan
to rebuild coming four years
too late. '

In an announcement to the
press, Secretary of Defense

religion rules out traditional
customs.

Spreading the joy of a
holiday that your religion
celebrates should not offend

- someone who does not share

your beliefs.

As Christians, like a major-
ity of Americans, we celebrate
by-saying “Merry Christmas”
when greeting people during
the season.

Robert Gates said the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps plans to withdraw
all of its forces from Iraq and
transfer them to Afghanistan
in order to tame the situation
in the country.

When the war in Afghani-
stan started, following the

Now we are told that “Hap-
py holidays” is a more appro-
priate gesture, since it includes
most religions.

That makes a lot of sense
until you think about why
you are wishing this person a
happy season.

You choose to wish some-
one to be happy during the
time of that specific holiday.

We hope that the gesture of

Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the
United States set goals to
eliminate Al Qaeda and the
Taliban regime, along with
closing terrorist camps within
the country.

However, the war in Iraq be-
gan in 2003 and a majority of

en the wrong tianity.
way, because When
if a Jew wished wishing
us “Happy Ha- someone
nukkah,” we a Merry
would not be Christmas,
offended. we are not
The fact preach-
that you are ing that the
celebrating other person
and sharing should be-
the joy of that come Chris-
holiday should tian and
be enough to celebrate
overrule any the birth of
offence to the Christ. We
gesture. - are simply

Saying “Merry Christmas”
does not mean Christians are

wishing them joy on a joy-
ous holiday. j

the tront line

American troops in Afghani-
stan were taken to search for
nonexistent weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq. .

With the general public’s fo-
cus in Iraq, Afghanistan began
to deteriorate. After the Tal-
iban’s fall, the first democratic
government was formed.

With a shaky foundation for
democracy everything came
crashing down, as the Taliban
became a powerful insurgency
using suicide bombings and
other attacks against US troops
starting in 2006.

A report from ABC News
states that within the past two
years Afghanistan has become
deadlier for troops than Irag,
with the death rate in Afghani-
stan doubling troops posted
in Iraq.

Also, the nation has become
a major producer of opium.
According to a report from
CNN, opium production in
Afghanistan has grown more
than 40 percent from 2005.

United Nations officials

“estimated that Afghanistan

produced 4,500 tons of opium,
thus creating 450 tons of her-
oin, or 90 percent of world’s

heroin supply.

The U.S. Army has grown
more concerned with stop-
ping the sale of opium, which
is creating conflict in south-
ern parts of Afghanistan.

The Army needs to get its
priorities straightened out.
What is more important, re-
inforcing the foundation with
concrete, or pulling weeds
out of the ground?

If nothing is done fast, Af-
ghanistan is surely to slip into
a degenerated state with no
chance of recovering. Since
2006, Afghanistan has moved
from the 10th to the 8th place
on the index of failed states
in the world.

In 2005, the United Na-
tions warned the United
States that if the presence
in Afghanistan was not in-
creased, the situation would
only get worse, and in the end
they were right.

‘America is responsible for
Afghanistan’s problems. In-
stead of fixing the leaky pipes
under Afghanistan’s founda-
tion, America bulldozed and
rebuilt Irag, leaving Afghani-
stan to implode.
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Students should study
subjects, not teachers

Male teachers are not eye candy, they are human  relationship with all female students.
beings hired for a reason. In the end, this is one subject where students
They are not hired based on their looks but on should keep their opinions to themselves. It is time
the quality of their teaching. to act appropriately in school and treat teachers
Female students need to realize that we come to ~ with the respect and dignity they deserve.
school for a purpose: to receive an education, not Y

Wildcat Chronicle

Students Speak
'What do you want for Chrismas
 thisyear?

A Ferrari because I'd pick
_upchicks withit”

S op.bam}e,
Jake Neuman

“An iPhone béCﬁuSé they T

are really cool”

flirt with the ones providing it to us.

Teachers are expected and encouraged to form
bonds with their students, to care about them
outside the classroom, and offer advice when

students need it.

However, there are boundaries that should
not be crossed when it comes-to student-teacher
relationships. Talking about how attractive a-
teacher is and flirting with him is inappropriate
and considered crossing one of those boundaries.

Walking down the halls, I do not need to hear
about how good a 30-year-old, possibly married,
male is looking today. No offense, but we should
be targeting our own age group. There is more to
every teacher than what they look like, and that is

what we should be seeing.

Look at it from this point of view. What if
grades were based on the looks of the student? If
the teacher didn’t like the shape of your nose, or
if your skin was too pale, you get bumped down a

letter grade.

You would be targeted based on your looks the
same way male teachers are being targeted. It is
not right and it definitely is not-fair.

What also is not fair is the tension and
awkwardness it poses to teachers. I am sure it is
embarrassing when they hear someone comment
about them based on their looks. It is not an ego

| booster, but a barrier that is put up between their
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Jessica Bergmann

Jake Bradley

Keep your fame to yourself

People can be so self- I am talking about will have sympathy and ~ also threatened by these
ish when it comes to acertain incident that ~ help. crazy people killing
fame. happened early this The troubled person  people. Everyone knows

Everyone in his or month at a shopping should not hold it in what happened af Vir-
her life is said to have ~ mall in Omaha, Neb. until he or she cannot ~ ginia Tech.

15 minutes of fame. A 19-year-old boy anymore. Someone was “de-
But what is the big who left a suicide note If he wanted people  pressed” and hated rich
deal? saying that he “wanted  to know who he was, people, then ended up

People just parade to go out in style” and ~ why not go out and shooting up the school
around on YouTube wanted to “be famous,” make friends? It would  and killing himself.
thinking that the did just that when he have been a lot easier, But before killing
whole world will see was on the 5 o’clock and smarter, when you  himself he took some
it and remember them  news. think about it. time taking pictures of
forever. He went to a mall The way he achieved  himself with a knife to

Ijust do not under- - in Omaha and opened ~ the fame that he wanted his throat and a gun to
stand. People will see fire at shoppers and just makes me angry. his head.
them, maybe laugh employees, killing eight ~ Was it worth it? Was Why did he do that?
or just think “why the ~ and injuring five. it worth having eight Because he knew that
heck are they on thein- ~ He got the fame he families mourning their - they would hit the Inter-
ternet?” But what they = was looking for. losses this Christmas, net a few days after, and

really do is waste our

People can say he

instead of celebrating?

they did.

time thinking they are was “depressed” or All the victims Some can say he was’

funny when viewers whatever, and I un- wanted to do was some  just a nutcase.

end up forgeting about  derstand that people holiday shopping butin-  Isay he wanted to

them in two weeks. do not think things - stead they got involved  be known. He wanted
It does not bother through when they feel ~ with someone’s quest his 15 minutes of fame.

me. I mean, I like to
laugh just as much as
the next person but
some of the things that
.people do make me

crazy!

bad, but there are other
ways to handle it..

If someone is just sO
sad about how life is
going, tell somebody
about it. Maybe they

for fame.

extreme measures to
achieve fame.

College students are

“And ‘innocent people
... This isn’t the first time got hurt in his journey:
. someone has gone to

Strangely though,
like the Omabha killer, I |
cannot even remember |
his name, i
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What is your holiday tradition? Many people this winter can bare
that Christmas trees and wrapping paper are ruining the environn
Take a stroll through the dark side to discover the destructive side

Wildca

STOP

By Greg Vodicka

As we enjoy our holiday
ham, gifts under the tree, and
the roofs over our heads this
holiday season, remember 37
million Americans are cel-
ebrating that they are below
the poverty level. ,

According to U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic ‘Bishops,

bag lunch to its participants.
Permanent housing pro-
grams are offered along with
supportive services.
According to volunteer
Terri Roberts, there are about
three sites open in DuPage
County nightly,.
PADS is held at Faith Com-
munity Church in West Chi-

class.

“I help set up pads and
tables, then help prepare food
and anything else the people
need,” said Ckuj

During the holiday season,
PADS takes. donations for
buying the clients gift cards
to stores like Wal-Mart, Mc-
Donalds, and Jewel.

Your first stop is
the toy store. Is
your purchase
dangerous?

The Salvation Army also
contributes.

Last Christmas season, the
Salvation Army provided
386,341 meals, 80,000 nights
of safe shelter, and 153,876
toys for needy children.

They also offered rehabili-
tation and recovery programs
along with counseling, emer-

You are hungry and 1.2-6 percent of the popula- 7 “With this many gency help, and disaster relief
decide to stop and eat, [ tion, from the most current / _ people, we don’t services.
official poverty rate in 2005, know what everyone  “The money I receive helps

Millions cannot eat ~
because '
of poverty.

lives below the poverty line.
From a closer look, pover-

buy Christmas presents for
kids,” said Tony Palumbo, a

wants and needs,”
said West Chicago

tyinchicago.com says 110,000
individuals were homeless in
Chicago in 2005.

Also in Chicago, 150 peo-
ple lost their lives last winter
from starvation.

DuPage PADS is trying to
.combat poverty with a pro-
gram to help the homeless.

According to PADS ex-
ecutive director Carol Sim-
ler, PADS’ mission is to end
and prevent homelessness in
DuPage County. Community
advocates along with 4,000
volunteers help fuel the proj-
ect.

PADS Overnight Housing
Program provides a sleeping

cago on Thursday nights.
“PADS needs 75 volunteers
a week to cook, purchase
food, and make lunches in
addition to the four shifts of
volunteers to help out Thurs-
day night,” said Roberts.
Senior Natalie Ckuj volun-
teers from Mary Ellen Da-

- neels’. community. leadership

PADS coordinator
Brian Hendrickson.

Thursday, -PADS
will distribute

clients as a Christ-
mas gift.

“We try to collect
clothes so people
can get what they
need when they come,” said
Roberts. “Warm  clothes
are a priority, because some
people walk over 20 miles a
day. These scarves will help
alot.”

In addition to scarves, Girl
Scouts are volunteering and
singing Christmas carols for

«the clients: s s assanenoussssss

scarves to all of the

Salvation Army worker sta-
tioned in front of Walgreens
in West Chicago. “The top
10 people who collect the
most money get a bonus for
their own family, so we’re. out
here doing what we can.”
The Winfield Township of-
fers an Adopt-a-family pro-
gram each year that generally
services over 100 families.
Anyone who participates

‘and “adopts” a family is ex-

pected to purchase a gift for
each member of the family. -

The family also should buy
a gift card to a local grocery
store so that the family can
purchase food for a holiday

SR s o3 Tha Earas ey R
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@; afford food, let alone toys. Who knew
ent and the winter blues rea[[ exist?

f the ﬁo[za’ays

3

After the holidays,
you go tanning to

relax since you have
been sad lately.

STOP

After the unwrap-
ping of gifts,
where does all
the waste go?

By Jessica Bergmann

Between Thanksgiving and
New Year’s Day, the average
American household increas-
es its waste by more than 25
percent.

According to Use Less
Stuff, the holiday season adds
an additional one million
tons a week to landfills across
the country.

With the holidays right
around the corner, it is im-
portant that students and
their families reduce as much
waste as possible.

Hallmark discovered  that
Christmas is the largest card-
sending holiday in the United
States.

Over 1.9 billion Christmas

cards are ‘sent every year,
which is enough to fill a

football field 10 stories high,
which requires over 300,000

‘trees to be cut down.

"
T

Over 50 million Christmas
trees are purchased in the
United States, with 30 mil-
lion going to a landfill.

Fresh trees are more envi-
ronmentally safe than fake
trees. Fresh trees can be re-
cycled and used for a variety
of other things, including
mulch, which can be spread
to prevent land erosion.

It is time to update the ad-
dress book and eliminate
those that may be out of touch
in order to reduce mail vol-
ume. Also, opt to send
them an e-greet-
ing instead, which @@,
conserves time and .
trees. Students can
also_take advantage of
the text messaging craze
and send texts to those they
do not see during the day.

To those they do see, a sim-
ple “Happy holidays” would

suffice.

TEev 18
estimated
by recycle-
works.org  that
half the paper
America consumes is
used to wrap and decorate
store bought products.

Instead of wrapping every
present this holiday, gift bags
are a great way to give gifts,
and the recipient can reuse
the gift bag.

Newspaper comics are also

an entertaining and original

way to give gifts this sea-
$ son

Not many people
care about the actual
appearance of gifts,
but what' is_inside is what
matters. So this holiday, cut
back on the amount of ribbon
‘used to make presents have a

better appearance.

According to
recycleworks.org,
a bow could be
tied around the entire
world with the 38,000

miles of ribbon thrown
out each year.

Or, instead of throwing the
ribbon away, simply save it
and reuse it for next year.

Holiday gasoline consump-
tion also skyrockets as fami-
lies travel to see relatives and
loved ones. ‘

If each family saved about
one gallon of gas, greenhouse
gas emissions causing global
warming would be reduced
by one million tons, accord-
ing to a Use Less Stuff report
from 1998.

So do the world a small fa-
vor this hohday and cutdown .
on the amount of waste gen-
erated. It is an effective way
to make a difference.

)
&

Art by Kym McDaniel

By Kym McDaniel

While Christmas
supposedly is the most
wonderful time of the
year, people with Sea-
sonal Affective Disor-
der (SAD) would have
to disagree.

SAD is a seasonal

condition, which, ac-
cording to the Mayo

Clinc, means symp-
toms may come during
early fall and leave early
spring.

Causes of SAD may
include reduced sero-
tonin, a neurotransmit-
ter in the brain respon-
sible for depression.
Reduced sunlight may
decrease serotonin in
the brain.

“The specific cause is
still unknown,” said
school nurse Beth
Jones. “It is likely that
age, genetics, and a per-
son’s natural chemical
make-up plays a role.”

Other causes may
be tied to melatonin,
a- sleep-related hor-
mone. Melatonin -also
is linked to depression.
Long nights of winter
increase the production
of melatonin and the
risk for depression.

* Finally, the circadian
rhythm is another pos-
sible cause for SAD.
The circadian rhythm is
a psychological process
that regulates the body’s

. internal clock, which

tells the body when to
sleep or wake. Disrup-
tion of the internal clock
causes depression. Re-
duced sunlight in fall
and winter may disrupt
the circadian rhythm.

“This disorder is cycli-
cal and seasonal, which
means symptomscome
and go at about the same
times every year,” said
Jones.

SAD is most common
in young adulthood, and
is most often diagnosed
with women, although
men may have more se-
vere symptoms. Some
other risk factors for
SAD would include liv-
ing in the north, where
snow and cold weather

is more likely.

Many solutions exist
for the disease. A main
option for helping to de-
crease symptoms is light
therapy, though it is not
approved by the FDA.

“Light therapy mimics
outdoor light and causes
a biochemical change in
your brain that positively
affects your mood, thus
relieving symptoms. It
is generally easy to use
and has minimal side ef-
fects,” said Jones.

According to men-
talhealth.com, = sitting
under an artificial light
for just 30 minutes may

‘help. Psychotherapy is

another option.
However, being broke

during the holiday sea-
son or feeling anxiety
about shoveling the
driveway are not di-
agnoses of SAD. The
patient must have felt
depression for over two
years during the same
season, or if depression
has been -followed by
normal behavior.

“Some tips: stick with
the treatment plan; get
as much outdoor light
as you can; exercise
regularly; take care of
yourself, learn stress
management skills; so-
cialize; and take a trip to
a warm, sunny location,
if possible, during the
darkest part of winter,”
said Jones.
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Trlllngual students welcome the
hohdays in their native language

By Joann Kaczmarczyk

“Just call me Sim,” says
senior Smiriti Kurup to any-
one when they first meet her.
“My real name is too hard to
pronounce.”

Kurup, like her name, is
Indian.

“My family is originally

too,” said Kurup

Kurup lived in India until
she was 2 years old, when her
family moved to Illinois.

Like many cultures, Ku-
rup’s holiday traditions focus
primarily on food.

“A common tradition no
matter what culture is lots of
food. We cook and give away
lots of food. We eat a lot of

Photo by Joann Kaczmarczyk

Sim Kirup (right) and her cousin celebrate their Indian heri-
tage by wearing their traditional Indian dresses.

Polish us part of sophomore’s udentity

from India. I was born there, ;

food,” said Kurup.

Kurup also said. her holi-
days are usually very bright
and colorful.

While Kurup does not
celebrate Christmas, she ex-
changes gifts with her sister
and cousin.

Kurup also goes to her tem-

oA

ple every week.

“I have learned Hindi just
by growing up around the
language and being exposed
to Bollywood movies,” said
Kurup. “Bollywood is Indian
Hollywood.”

Kurup knows two Indian
languages and is also’ in
French 4 at school.

Her parents come from two

Seniot enjoys traditional food

different sections of India, the
southern and central regions.

Therefore, Kurup knows a
bit of both Hindi and Malay-
alam.

“Knowing another lan-
guage makes me feel con-
nected to another world,”
said Kurup.

Kurup speaks both of the
languages well enough to
communicate with her fam-
ily, though she has never had
official schooling to perfect
her speaking.

Kurup visits her family in
India every few years.

Kurup’s most recent trip
was after her sopohomore
year in 2006.

By Kym McDaniel
Sophomore Tom Kaczmar-
czyk eats a 12 course dinner
on Christmas Eve, before
which they break “optatek.”
- Break “optatek” is a kind
of waffle common in Kacz-
marczyk’s fam-

ily because Kac- / every Sunday.
zmarczyk is 100 . “We pray a lot to-
percent polish. eso C S w ‘ gether,” said Kacz-
Kaczmar : marczyk.
zyk has spo- Kaczmarczyk said
ken Polish since birth. marczyk. “Everyone in my heenjoys speaking a different

“I learned from my family
and from teachers at polish
school,” said Kaczmarczyk.

Kaczmarczyk attends Pol-
ish school, or Polska Szkota,
located in Addision, Ill. on

the weekends.

Kaczmarczyk has gone to
Polish school since first grade
and will graduate during his
junior year.

“Both my parents originat-
ed from Poland,” said Kacz-

family is from Poland.”
Kaczmarczyk went to Po-
land when he was younger
but he has not been back.
However, his extended fam-
ily travels to and from Poland

frequently.

Along with the 12 course
meal on Christmas Eve (or
“Wigilia” in Polish), Kacz-
marczyk and his family can-
not eat meat.

Kaczmarczyk and his fam-
ily also go to a Polish church

language because it is part of
his identity.

“It is great to be fluent in
another language,” added
Kaczmarczyk, who is also in
Spanish 3 at the school.

Tradition gives senior a year of
good fortune and a full wallet

Photo by Joann Kaczmarczyk
Matt (left) and Tom Kaczmarczyk break “optatek” on Christ-
mas Eve.

By Kym McDaniel family. language was that she can
Senior Eunice Galang will “My parents speak it to me talk to older generations and
be sure to have money in her at home and I speak English teach her future children the
wallet on New Year's Eve. Tagalog language,
According l' ‘ k passing the
to her ’ traditions on.
Filippino ma lgayang p asko at “We are Catholic,
tradition, L4 so we have the same
curg IManigong bagong taon i i
said s Bl most other people,”
have money said Galang, who
w3 in a wallet means good luck or Tagalog back,” said - was born in the Philippines
: Photo courtesy of Eunice Galang  for the rest of the year. Galang. and came to America with
j Fillppmo Eunice Galang (right) and family celebrate Christ- Galang speaks ‘Tagalog Galang said her favorite * her family when she was 3.
mas. in -her home and with her partaboutspeakingadifferent Galang is also in Spanish 3.

Each phrase within the story represents “Happy Holidays” m that student's native language. From the top, Indian,

Po//sh and Filipino.
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Five ditts of 2007 that are on every holid

By Mike Dalton
1. The iPhone is the top
holiday gift this season.

Costing $399, the 8 gb
iPhone offers more features
than anyone will know what
to do with.

Not only is it a cell phone,
but it serves as an iPod, can
directly access iTunes, and
has Internet connection.

While it was released this
past June, Apple retailers are
pushing it as their number
one sell for the holidays.

It can be found at any
AT&T retailer, Apple store,
or ordered online through
Apple’s website.

3. Gas gift cards are
proving to be more useful
this holiday season.

They will take anything
they can get to avoid
paying another $35 to fill
their tanks once a week.

Forget about the latest iPod
or other piece of technology,
a gas gift card will bring a
smile to any driver’s face
Christmas morning. .

Tt

&

2. It looks like it is going to
be another iPod Christmas,.
because the iPhone is not the
only product Apple is pushing
this season.

The new iPod Touch was
released in late September.

Costing $299 for the 8 gb
and $399 for the 16 gb, it has
all the bells and whistles of
the old iPod, but also some of
the new tricks of the iPhone.

No longer will there be the
click wheel, it is all done by
touch.

4. When all other gift ideas
fail, the giver can always
resort to the timeless classic
of clothes.

Famous brands such as
Hollister Co., Hot Topic,
and H&M have their winter
clothes and scents out on
the shelves and waiting to be
bought.

Hollister Co. .is pushing
their newest of colognes and
perfumes, SoCal. The smaller
bottle costs $34.50 and the
bigger cost $44.50.

H&M, a big name
European fashion store, has a
list of all their' new sweaters
ready to satisfy both guys
and girls. Costing anywhere
between $20 to $50, their
clothes are a breath of fresh
air, and a great gift for anyone
interested in clothes.

ISt

5. Hanging out with friends
is a common holiday hobby..

What is becoming more
usual is to see the friends all
taking a series of

pictures,

documenting
everything they do.
‘Best Buy is selling the

Canon PowerShot 7.1 mp-

digital camera for $199 this
season.

The Canon - PowerShot
allows editing of photos and
is an easy
upload to their
computers.

- doesn

in a cubicle

2001-02 Construction Trades program
College major: Construction Management
Today: Pre-construction Engineer, Holden
Construction (Atlanta, Phoenix, Costa Rica)

D)

TECHNOLOGY CENTER
OF DUPAGE
www.Gt36d6l2‘Op:7gT§. com 2005 Medical & Health Care Careers program
0. 4 At TCD: Earned 25 hours of college credit

301 S. Swift Rd.—Addison, IL |, camed tnedca cafications
- The career and technical education " Loyola University at Chicago

campus for DuPage high school ; :

Jjuniors and seniors.

: me'an,VWOtklng

i / ®
2003-05 Automotive Technology program
Today: Majoring in Automotive Technology and
International Business at Southern lllinois University
Goal: To work in the international automotive market

1996-98 Multimedia program

Owner: Visions of Light, Inc.

Today: Cinematographer

11
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After nine years away fan favorites such as,
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j?em&l[e Artist BeS

With an outstanding 23 awards.

little success. added to Chicago, De-

nominations and 15 of those ~ Underwood is nominated from the stage and lime-  “Wannabe,” And "Bpice
nominations won, no one for an additional four Gram- s ggh;» ?:hblgge“gcomf' UPTYOﬁrélf:- e

could beat mys in o e ack of the year goes to ickets for the tour
the ' former — 2032)8. 'Ld‘e O the Spice Girls. sold out within seconds;
Ameri- Under- Theirbreakupin 1998 in London tickets were
can Idol in k. : wood  was e forced some of the girls sold out in 38 seconds.

2007. named Sexi- (j am to start solo careers with ~ Tour dates might be

With a est Female : : ; ;
new album, Musicign ﬁf\ The SplCE.Glrls an-  troit, Boston, and possi-
“Curiteal by Victoria’s Q/) nounced their reunion bly another date fo.r New
Ride,” and Sectet “and 5 <40 on June 8, which also York to keep up with the

e AL Wak Pl 2 A includes a tour and a demand.

‘gum e waned ohe \Nﬁha““ ()071‘“6 com? new CD. Additional dates have
Hearts,:' of the most es OUL in 2&\ 2007 “Spice Girls: Great- also been added to Lon-
Cavie - i | influential %.a{.“n goﬂo"_g o gam f ¢ is  estHits” includes many don to keep fans happy.
derwood people  of e ¢ best vide dness n2
tore up the 2007. oes 0 F picles:
charts. Her 2007- A0 D eap0®S T (ideo
Under- hos g : ; 2008  tour The ““":Ies ade
~vi. Used with permission by Seventeen ice ite
wood previ Mageshc h:’:lS already and Eehe (0P cho o gavort ;
ously won kicked off. ; game‘ ¢ the ne ry Ho®
three out of her four Grammy  Seems this American Idol one © & G‘a;e Energy
Nominations and also had winner did not turn out to be wea?"“s. alat to v 4 quic\cef
a clean sweep at the CMT a one hit wonder. mer- S\‘) ot prov e?:t\‘}
gword 7 e cotee ) snstall
atr and Fas wn oo s 0 Sy
d “ﬁagt 4E0 g W ited & 74
From the cheer- hairspray. The best fash- he T€SSES  ent : e_\\“‘g}' e Wil ner oaain by prbiicist Mike Owen

leaders, to the With this style, ion trend of this that were in ev-

poms, to the every-
day trend, “The
Puff,” has been seen
throughout the halls
in 2007. ;

This popular hair-
style is achieved
best with many bob-
by pins and a lot of

bangs are pulled
up and back from
the forehead and
secured with bob-
by pins.

This makes for
an easy, but still
fashionable way
to style hair.

year was the ca-
sual dress that
took over the
school hallways.

Girls can fi-

nally look nice

in class without
being over-the-
top.

ery store win- ‘yqe for m:\ad E30

dow have been e game'ﬂ povts ost 3

in style for all e t ne of ¢ 007 and

four seasons. 1 wes © AmES ok g more:
On  colder ‘c'ma‘ed o ns want? Wil be

FREg S e g0 1eft %% 1y fans as
et | ‘t) oﬁ\ma‘ewhat was 0o

wear  leggings o is W

underneath to be \e&"“mfmz@%

warmer. wp1alo

With the 2007 NFL
season underway, it is
~evident that the New
England Patriots are
the best sports team
of the year. -

Being one of two
undefeated teams in
NFL history, the only
other undefeated
team was the 1972
Miami Dolphins,
there really is no
competition.

The Patriots have
one of the most rec-

ognized quarterbacks
of all time, Tom
Brady.

Brady is set up to
break Payton Man-

ning’s record of 49
touchdowns in a

single season with an
already impressive 45
touchdown  season
and three weeks left
in the NFL regular
season.

Not to mention

that Brady has al-
ready previously won
two Superbowls and
eould potentially win
another.

Other key players
on the Patriot ros-
ter consist of Randy
Moss, Wes' Walker,
and Mike Vrabel.

If you think thatthe
Patriots are a threat
this year, things to
come in the 2008 sea-
son could just be an-

other mirror image.___

POoMLay WO r\'b"‘".g

The busy schedule of
the former N’Sync mem-
ber made Justin Timber-
lake top choice.

His continuous work in

_music and film is what set
Timberlake apart.

With nine nominations
and six awards won in
2007, Timberlake had an
impressive year.

Out of the six awards

won, two were Gram-

mys. :
Also featured in three
movies, “Black Snake

If there is one word to
describe excellence it is
time to use “300.”

“300” was the movie that
everyone could not wait for
and the movie
that everyone
is still talking

§ about.

After much
anticipa-

A,

tion and the
months  of
movie trailers,
“300” made
its way into
theatres.
From the
gore, to the

Male Artist

Moan,” “Southland
Tales,” and “Shrek 3,” it
seemed that Timberlake
did not rest.

Timberlake was also
featured with six other
artists.

Timberlake had im-
pressive numbers world-

- ‘wide.

He had singles at num-
ber 1 on the U.S. charts,
number 2 in the world
wide charts, and number
3 in the Canadian and
Australian charts.

Movie

Timberlake was also
named the sexiest man by
“People” and “Cosmopol-
itan” magazine.

He was also named the
number 4 most influential
person of 2007 by “Time”
magazine.

Timberlake also man-
aged to do all of this while
going on an ll-month
worldwide tour with guest
artist Pink.

He was named the host
for the 2008 PGA tour, and
will bring “Sexy Back.”

lines, to the acting noth- company the action making
ing could be terrible about the movie enjoyable.

“300.”

From beginning to end the

Memorable lines like “This movie doesn’t disappoint.
is Sparta!” or “Stelios!” ac-

Used with permision y Warner Bros.

The actors in the movie -

made it seem as
though the movie
takes place in
present day Spar-
ta.

“300”  broke
Yl the record for
N the amount of
money made on
opening day for
an IMAX movie
by making $3.6
million on open-

ing day .




Entertainment il
Male Artist

Wildcat Chronicle

e It took 50 Cent four sjp.
out of us gles before getting a some.
ayind cortls 1 what decent songoutin the
eahs came be s public.
ksO® e the ™ With 50 losing the battle,
esto " for- ¢ he swore that pe would no
vy $! ih o ;
try tem W \an- longer make albums,
pt_ob est W25 ?ﬁ,\- For thoge Teasons it
© e 52 Cedh  seems that pe will no Jop.
0 ot 50 ger be in the limelight 45 »
e 4t mof""t ¢1ea5® 5010 artist.
nte B U el s R in all honesty j¢ was ;
After ‘wsmg\e, ‘tip qui% time for 50 Cent to leaye 3
ngic é:.m ended € music scene,
0

\ 0
e
. " S 152 ‘X\C
219 en WP o 0% 8¢ o
% ad 1 0 CagiPrit
e0 ..«}]@ e o e « o 08
a“6 “a‘jeio L oo «“'A&s@??‘)‘ % \CV
O W2 50 P (@t
e w0 O v g o oot 2ot
A 29 s o e e
3 ™ g LA pet , of
¢° e ¢ x S e oW as‘b
25 0 2
Qess® eY‘OC\‘S ﬁ;%eﬁoe
z E|“(‘,0
(o8
s ,
0's:
: .
Hair and Fashion
! e
38 Cmck go:‘he
e in
Roc: tes““e(: trend- miere in 2002, this hair
wtontoned ..  result style should have been
o_b'ls swyle ° pe 1P PUt to rest the . same
i achin® 4 &y ear
a5 of om b2 ke Girls should go or a
t}agghe 9 jorH more mnatural Jook ip-
m“nat\lf pvtid stelad of this all-dyed-up
¢ ck. ed ‘J e- Style. ;
: b\%s‘ab\ " sic P¥ The worst clothing
pavign® trend by far this year
o Was the baby doll tgp,
These ~ shirts made
young, thin girls Jook
pregnant and  ridjcy.
e )
. lous.
e »
z;sx : The shirtsﬂower; sold
0% everywhere from arget
3 " o o : :
§ . \ﬂ‘& 6“09 00 o9 | to mall stores Jjke Pac
A 2« L
R o Lo L) o° Sun.
oo ¥ O G P e . noo 0\6‘06 ﬁ\o“‘a “6"e s{,\\écoo\ Maybe for pregnant
; e nge fa9° aﬁ*ﬂ‘ﬂg © ‘ﬂv,qo‘t,&al\a @0“;& @\o‘ ‘i“;y women these ghir
\ : : of "\ o g o> s ot 90r° o ¥¢ a\& we® o 5 Wwould look somewhat
i ' Fape® (48 S g 100 (0% (en® o™ oV v should have pever left
With a flabby stom- o ot o gt R ot %
a0y %P, o™ 0, o ¢ O e theg etch pad.
ach and pag dance , b&a%oﬁ ‘i““emﬁf’d o '\ﬁe'é 6\"’6 b N i e |
moves, Britney Spears O“e’o o g TN 60‘“ -éef“’ o I : e
clearly earns the title ; o W c‘to “ee?&e G o o aﬂs@e“s“o:f\“%_
of worst comeback for ﬁ;a@j oo a0 s i’L o i
: : L el - )
2007, 2 :;:Ze 10 efforgs gy ?a‘s‘;&:\ﬁ g0 oﬁw&ﬁo e Lo
At. the MTV Video ance moyes e > . g0 b g%
Tb 2 S Cﬁé
Music A:iva;rdS,hSpgir: sln'ctls Was10 boa cop,. \q‘t\ldvexei 2 3 &
preformed for the firs Or  perf; mance 2% 4¢ g
time in two pregnan- that Spears jg norma]jy SQ{
cies, Ownfor 1e$0 de
What was to pe an Spear’s Year in gap,. do
anticipated perfor- eral hy been one f
mance quickly turnped € Worst opeg Yet. She
Into a train wreck. 10§t her husbang e S
Spears was obviously Children, 5p, beridig: 5% ST
lip-syncing the words nity whe, she shayeq 3
to her new single, and her head, :
Better Jycy t0 Spears :
71ext year, t for now “and Sarah Berger
: R o ‘ ided by Oscar Grajeda, Sara Fouts, an
the wors; COmeback of W\ : Stories provided by
7.



Entertainment

December 20, 2007

Wildcat Chronicle

Top five movee

By Mike Dalton

This list is based upon which
movies most effectively portray
the true meaning of Christmas
in an entertaining fashion. This
list is NOT based on popularity.

5.)“Miracle on 34" Street”-
This holiday classic was
originally made in 1947 and
then re-made in 1994. Focus-
ing on a little girl who does
not believe in Santa Claus,
the movie unfolds as a man
by the name of Kris Kringle
comes into her life.

Telling people that he is
in fact Santa, he is taken to
court, “Miracle” is sure to
make a believer out of any-
one.

4.) “Christmas Vacation”-
Released in 1989, “Christ-
mas Vacation” brings Chevy
Chase back for another in-
stallment of the National

Countty star puts twist

Lampoon series.

The film opens with Clark
(Chase) driving the family to
cut down the Griswald family
Christmas tree. On the way to
the tree farm, Clark and fam-
ily are flying through the air
into a snow bank after he an-
gers a couple of rednecks on
the highway.

The rest of the movie fol-
lows the same slap-stick

- jokes, including a squirrel

hiding in the tree, a Santa
Claus statue flying through
the air on fire, and cousin Ed-
die taking Clark’s boss hos-
tage. This movie makes light
of the rough times each fam-

ily may face during the holi-

day season.

3.) “A Christmas Story”
became an instant holiday fa-
vorite when it was released in
1983. “A Christmas Story” is

on holiday favorites

By Sarah Berger
Strumming along to a gui-

tar and belting out holiday

tunes never sounded so good.

this time set to the tune of fa-
miliar Christmas songs.

The album includes the
classic songs “Last Christ-
mas,” “Santa Baby,” “Silent
Night,” and “White Christ-
mas.” i

Swift puts a fresh, country
twist on each of the songs,
giving them a unique sound.

“Santa Baby” is the=best
classic Christmas song on
the CD; it puts you in holi-
day spirit and sounds fun and
fresh.

Swift wrote two new songs

on the CD; “Christmases
When You Were Mine”
and “Christmas Must Mean
Something More.”

play on Christmas morning
while ripping open the pges-

-ents in a hurried frenzy. The

song is upbeat and fun, and
puts a smile on one’s face.

At 17, it's amazing that
Swift penned these songs her-
self. '

Even the country haters out
there will learn to love Taylor
Swift and the holiday spirit
she sings in every note.

Ask for the “Sounds of
the Season: The Taylor Swift
Holiday = Collection” for
Christmas.

s
one in the holida

10 put

one of the most well-known
holiday movies.

Centering on a little boy
named Ralphie, “A Christ-
mas Story” focuses on his
family and the troubles they
endure during the Christmas
season. All Ralphie wants
for Christmas is a Red Rider

1-877-APPLY RU, or visit us at
www.roosevelt.edu/scholars.

spirit

BB gun, despite warnings
from his parents, teacher, and
even Santa Claus, he will do
anything to get his hands on
it. Dealing with the school
bully, a whiney little brother,
and a group of misfit friends,
Ralphie is not sure if he will
even survive long enough to
get to Christmas.

2.) “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas”- Originally a chil-
dren’s book by Dr. Seuss.

Jim Carrey threw on the
big green suit in 2000, for a
remake from 1966, when Ron
Howard wanted to bring the
well-known cartoon to life.

“Grinch” is the ultimate
holiday movie, teaching the
values of love and the true
meaning of Christmas.

Whenthe Grinch decidesto
“steal” Christmas, he dresses
up like Santa Claus, and takes
all the presents away from the
Whos down in Whoville.

When a brave girl by the
name of Cindy Loo Who be-
friends the Grinch, she teach-
es him that Christmas is not
something that can be stolen.

1.) “A Christmas Carol”-
Made into many different ver-
sions including: “Muppet’s
Christmas Carol,” “Mickey’s
Christmas Carol,” “A Flint-
stone’s Christmas Carol,”
and the classic version with
Alastair Sim.

Following the life of heart-
less Ebenezer Scrooge, “A
Christmas Carol” shows how
one man can truly change.

Teaching him that it is not
too late for him to see the er-
ror of his ways and not die
alone, the ghosts take him on
different journeys to Christ-
mases past, present, and fu-
ture. '

“A Christmas Carol” does
not only teach a valuable les-
son, but it best represents the
spirit of Christmas.

Taylor Swift makes simple, “Christmases When You
classic Christmas songs fresh Were Mine” is a somber song
and upbeat with her new CD, about missing a loved one at
“Sounds of the Season: The Christmas. Leave it to Swift
Taylor Swift Collection.” to make a sad, depressing
At 17, Swift has already holiday song actually sound
released a good.
debut al- Taylor’s
bum and voice, ac-
is  burh- compa-
ing up the 7 nied by
country ARA an acous-
charts X tic guitar,
with  hits makes
like “Tear- this song
drops on one of the
my Gui- strongest
tar” and on the
by B CD.
Song.” “Christ- : :
Now, s NEsE: An HOI'IOFS Program that » Enhanced educational experiences
Swift has Mean Enriches Your Academic . Faculty and alumni mentors
released Some- i i - Special research and internshi
kil thing and Social Life! ngorwm“es P
new CD More” is
of hits, the song to For more information call » Scholarships from $14.000 to §65.000

over four years

« Participate in on-campus social
activities with other RU Scholars

« Enjoy special off-campus trips
and events
« Experience the best of Chicago:

culture, community service, arts,
sports, and more.

ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY

CHICAGO - SCHAUMBURG - ONLINE
www.roosevelt.edu
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Wheaton West Wild beats EIgin-LarkIn-Streamwood 12-2 Dec 9 Junior Kyle Obrlght had 10
saves out of 12 shots on goal during the game

By Sara Fouts

The Wheaton West hock-
ey team has gone wild once
again, taking home a major
win Dec. 9.

With shots on goal in the
first 15 seconds of the game,

the team proved they were
out to win.

Wheaton West Wild beat
Elgin-Larkin-Streamwood
(ELS) with a final score of
12-2 to make their current re-
cord 6-2-3.

Wild scored the first goal
early in the game, and by the
end of the first period the
score was 3-0. Good defense
and teamwork kept ELS from
scoring points throughout‘t'he
game.

Dedication leads team to

success at Hinsdale Central

By Jacob Wucka

With practice and motiva-
tion going into the Hinsdale
Central Invite, the wrestling
team came out strong on Fri-
day and Saturday.

The team placed 16 out of -

24 teams from area schools.

“We did good,” said wres-
tling coach James Phillips.
“We just got to keep plugging
away, trying to improve.”

Juniors Jonny Padilla and
Andrew Cruz took 4th. Pa-
dilla won a match against a
wrestler who was 8th in the
state, and Cruz beat highly
recognized wrestlers.

Out of the two days at the
invite, seniors Austin Hall
and James Padilla advanced
to compete.

Phillips said that the wres-
tlers have been getting better
at maneuvering around the
ring. However a lack of expe-
rience led to losses for sopho-

more wrestlers.

Sophomore and varsity
wrestler Jon White went into
the tournament hoping to
prove to other schools what
the team has to offer.

“There were so many
schools and we knew that we
needed to overachieve to beat
some really good wrestlers.
At least five of us wrestled
top 10 ranked wrestlers so it
was very challenging,” said
White.

Without competition for
two weeks, the wrestlers prac-
ticed extra to prepare for the
invite.

“We did a lot. We had two
weeks without competition so
we had two weeks of practice.
We knew what was at stake
and we needed to do well to
be noticed,” said White.

Now that the invite is over,
the team is practicing for
upcoming matches - against

Glenbard East, Elgin, and
Larkin, treating the matches
as practice.

“It’s essentially practice for
regionals,” said Phillips.

. Along with preparing for
regionals, Phillips and the
team are looking forward to
sending some wrestlers to
state.

“As long as we're peaking
at the right time of the year,
we should have a couple guys

" go to state,” said Phillips.

Phillips praised individ-
ual wrestlers such as Cruz,
James Padilla, junior Jamie

Campos, Jonny Padilla, and

White for being dedicated to
the wrestling program and
performing well in matches.

“A couple of .our guys are
here everyday working their
butts off,” said Phillips.

The extra practice is paying
off for the wrestlers, especial-
ly for White, who treats every

Junior goalie Kyle Obright
became a brick wall, and pre-
vented almost all shots on
goal from going in the net.

“We are playing really solid
lately, and we've stepped up
our game. There’s no one in
the league that can take us,”
said Obright,

The team scored four more
goals in the second period to
put the score at 7-1.

Their confidence on the ice
showed as several teammates
put goals on the board.

Scorers from West Chi-
cago included seniors Kevin
Brown, Cameron Daboll,
Matt Molitor, junior Shane
Smith, and sophomore Ryan
Crivolio. ;

The third period proved to
be just as exciting for Wild
fans when the team scored
five more goals resulting in
the final score 12-2.

“We really pulled together
for our victory, but it would
be great to see some more
fans at our games to support
our success,” said senior goal-
ie Ben Barclay. “Our team
this year has the potential to
win state as long as we keep
playing the way we are play-
ing now.”

With practices on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and games on Sundays, the
team’s hard work and dedi-

match, win or loss, as a win.

“I'm taking every match as
a win because I'm a sopho-
more and I'm already on
varsity, and it’s not that often
a sophomore is on varsity,”
said White.

With the extra workouts
and long hours of practice,
the wrestlers still find moti-
vation in their expectations
for upcoming matches. How-
ever, Cruz gets his motivation
from Phillips.

cation are paying off in tbeir
games.

Head coach Kerry Stair
said that the boys are playing
great this year.

“If everyone has fun and
does their best then I believe
the team is ultimately suc-
cessful. Each of the young
men and young women that
have come out for.the team
are special kids and it’s been a
real pleasure to coach them,”
said Stair.

Senior captain Ryan Ro-
man agrees that the team has
plenty potential to do well.

“We're really coming to-
gether as a team during the
middle of the season. I think
that we’re top contenders for
state this year,” said Roman.

Earlier in December the
team tied against the AWF
Renegades, an undefeated
team. Wheaton West agrees
that a win would have been
nice, but they will take a tie,
too.

Senior AJ Crivolio summed

‘up the team’s, ambition for

the season. :

“We're going all the way,
said Crivolio.

Wild hockey is conﬁdent
that this season will be one of
their best.

The next home game at
Center Ice of DuPage is Sun-
day, Jan. 13 at 7 p.m.

Photo by Jacob Wucka
Juniors Greg Berg and Calvin Holt practice for an upcom-
ing tournament at Hinsdale Central. ;

“He's a motivational kind
of guy; inspirational,” said
Cruz.

James Padilla finds moti-
vation in knowing that he is
doing the best he can, and
knowing that he can perform
better than more experienced
wrestlers.

“(It helps) knowing that
there are people that have
been wrestling for a long time,
and trying to beat them,” said
James. -



&)

Sports

16

December 20, 2007

Wildcat Chronicle

Close games for
girls basketball

By Ashley Pineda

Still struggling to gef to the
top, the girls basketball team
is looking forward to their
holiday tournament to build
confidence and improve their
0-1 overall record.

The girls look to.play teams
such as Sandwich, Oak Park,
Lemont, Driscoll, and Plain-
field Central at the Oswego
East’s 2007 Holiday Classic
tournament.

With a break from confer-
ence play, the team can expe-
rience some non-conference
games that will not affect
their conference record.

Although the team is strug-
gling, head coach Kim Wall-
ner believes the team will im-
prove with these games.

“We are still trying out new
things, as far as what has been
working well during games,
SO We can stay competitive.
By the holiday tournament
and during the second round
of conference we’ll definitely
be more competitive,” said
senior captain Kayla Radloff.

“The tournament can pos-
sibly enable us to obtain
more confiderice,” said junior
Chrissie Rovtar. ,

After break, Rovtar hopes
the team can show the DVC
how they can truly play.

“Hopefully we will play
more as a team, and be more
competitive. ~ We need to
keep improving every game
by having a strong defense,
cut down on turnovers, and
keep up with our rebounds,”
said Rovtar.

‘With Wheaton Warrenville
South coming up on their
conference schedule, Rovtar
admitted it will be a tough
game because of the team’s
athleticism and aggressive-

‘ness on the court. d

“We have Wheaton North
coming up, too, which should
be an exciting game,” said
Rovtar. “Last year we beat
them to win regionals.”

Radloff helps lead the team
during this rough time of the
season.

“We’ve come a long way
from our first week and we
are more competitive in our
games now,” said Radloff.
“I think we’ll start giving
teams a harder time coming
up with conference games.”

Rovtar said that sophomore
Izzy Bruce has improved the
most. 7

“She is our smartest player,
she really knows how to read
the court,” said Rovtar.

Throughout the season the
games have had close scores.

The girls suffered a tough
defeat to Bartlett Dec. 1, with
many turnovers resulting in a
53-33 loss.

Prior to Bartlett, they man-
aged another close loss to
Glenbard East Nov. 29, with
a final score of 44-37.

“(Bartlett) was the closest
game we played. Glenbard
East was another close game.
We cut it down by three and
we had a lot of chances to
conie back,” said Wallner.

An early loss for the team
was against Lyons Township.
They lost by 4 points with a
score of 46-42.

Insenior captain Megan Pe-
terson’s opinion, the Thanks-
giving tournament was when
the team played the best.

“We came close to winning
in a lot of the games during
the competition. I think we
did a good job, and we are
still improving,” said Peter-

son.

Strong ethic makes better
results in competition

By Jake Bradley

Despite losing their first
two events, the Wildcats did
not give up, placing 4th of
eight teams at the Eagle In-
vite at Leyden Saturday.

In the 100-meter back-
stroke, the Wildcats placed
2nd and 3rd, with freshman
Anthony Nolazco finishing
with a time of 1:01. Senior
Greg Pelke had a time of 1:02
in the same event.

Senior Matt Ziffra clocked
1:03 in the 100-meter fly and
freshman Jeff Pierpoint came
in with a time of 1:05 in the
event.

“It was a great meet all
around by the swimmers,”
said new head coach Nick
Parry.

The team struggled in
their first two meets losing to
Dekalb and placing 9th out
of 12 teams. at the Wildcat
Invite, but Parry is not dis-
couraged. '

“We are trying to get as
much out of our swimmers
as we can,” said Parry. ‘

Parry said he is seeing what

-

Photo by Greg Vodicka

Senior captain Matt Ziffra, along with the rest of the swim-
ming team, practice both before and after school.

he is expecting out of his
swimmers in the past three
meets.

“We were very competitive
swimming against former

~ state champions at the Wild-

cat Invite,” said Parry.

As for the junior varsity
swimmers, the Wildcats have
many beginners that need
work.

“We have a lot of new
swimmers this year, which is
great,” said Parry.

The Wildcats have 29

¥

" Photo by Greg Vodicka

Seniors Greg Pelke and Matt Ziffra take a rest from swim-
ming laps as they listen to directions from coach Nick Parry.

swimmers this year, 14 more
than the previous year.

Parry thinks they have a
good core of varsity swim-
mers, including senior team
captains Ziffra, Pelke, and
Brian Hummer.

From the beginning, the
captains have shown a strong
work éthic, said Parry.

“Even though the coach
picked the captains, a lot of
the- swimmers would agree
that they were great picks,”
said junior David Peace.

Ziffra gladly took the role
and takes charge when Parry

. 1s not around.

“It is nice to be able to lead
the team in a positive direc-
tion,” said Ziffra.

Ziffra showed his work
ethic performing well at the
Eagle Invite, coming in 2nd
in the 100-meter fly and 5th
in the 50-meter free.

“I did better this event than
the last considering I missed a
week due to medical purpos-
es,” said Ziffra. “And coach
seemed satisfied.”

~As captain, he hopes to
lead a large group to section-
als and the seniors to state.
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